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to excuse from duty, without charge to leave
or loss of pay, any such employee who is pre-
vented from reporting to work or faced with
a personal emergency because of the bombing
and who can be spared from his or her usual
responsibilities. This policy should also be ap-
plied to any employee who is needed for emer-
gency law enforcement, relief, or recovery ef-
forts authorized by Federal, State, or local offi-
cials having jurisdiction.

Workers’ compensation benefits are available
in the case of Federal employees who were in-
jured or killed in the bombing. The Department
of Labor has sent a team of workers’ compensa-
tion specialists to Oklahoma City to provide di-
rect assistance to affected employees and their
families.

WILLIAM J. CLINTON

Remarks at the State Dinner for President Fernando Cardoso of Brazil
April 20, 1995

Mr. President, Mrs. Cardoso, members of the
Brazilian delegation, to all of our distinguished
guests, Hillary and I are delighted to welcome
you to the White House this evening.

Mr. President, I learned many things about
you today. But one thing sort of surprised me:
I learned that as a young man you were drawn
to a life of the cloth. The reason I learned
that and found it surprising was my grandmother
told me that I would make a good minister
if I were just a little better boy—[laughter]—
and failing that, that I should go into politics.
[Laughter]

But I think for a long time your family and
friends believed you were more likely to wear
a Cardinal’s red hat than a President’s sash.
Well, you embraced politics, and now you lead
your great nation. But I can’t help wondering
whether after 4 months in office, after spending
2,880 hours dealing with Congress and fielding
questions from the media, whether you ever
wonder if you made the right choice. [Laughter]

Let me say from the point of view of the
people of the United States, you clearly made
the right choice. And it is obvious to all of
us that your faith has remained a powerful part
of your life. Otherwise, it would be difficult
to explain how you have endured arrest, black-
listing, and exile without giving in to despair;
difficult to explain that although the enemies
of democracy forced you to listen to your friends
being tortured and later bombed the office
where you worked, you never wavered from the
ideals of tolerance and openness.

Those ideals animate your leadership in Brazil
today and your quest for social justice for all

the people whom you proudly represent. And
you have added to them an academic’s expertise
in policy and economics, which I am pleased
to note, you have refined by teaching at some
of our finest universities. We have all been im-
pressed by the results you have achieved, espe-
cially the success of your ‘‘Real Plan.’’

Mr. President, I have been very pleased for
the opportunity to continue the personal con-
versation we began in Miami last year at the
Summit of the Americas. The warm and produc-
tive relationship that we have established mirrors
the relationship that is growing closer every day
between our two countries. We have common
interests, bringing free trade to the Americas,
promoting sustainable development throughout
our hemisphere, keeping peace around the
world. And that relationship is more important
than ever.

I know from our discussions that we both
believe Brazil and the United States have an
opportunity, indeed an obligation, to be partners
for progress in the Americas for all the years
ahead. Today we have taken that partnership
to a new level.

Let me also say, Mr. President, you know
that you have come here, along with your wife
and your fine delegation, at a very difficult time
for our country. And all the American people
have been profoundly impressed and grateful
by your expressions of condolence and sympathy
and your assertion that we are all partners in
the struggle against evil and inhumanity. For
that we are especially grateful, and we will never
forget it.
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So I ask all of you to stand and raise your
glasses in a toast to President and Mrs. Cardoso
and to the people of Brazil.

NOTE: The President spoke at 8:25 p.m. in the
State Dining Room at the White House.

Remarks and an Exchange With Reporters on the Oklahoma City Bombing
April 21, 1995

The President. I wanted to make a couple
of points. First of all, I was briefed late last
evening by the Attorney General on the status
of the investigation, and I am well satisfied with
the efforts that are being made, the progress
that’s being made. I would just ask that you
and the American people not rush to any con-
clusions unsupported by known evidence and
that we give the investigators the space they
need to do their job. They are working hard;
they are moving ahead.

The second thing I’d like to say is that Hillary
and I have decided to go to Oklahoma City
on Sunday to be a part of the memorial service
and to be with the families of the victims and
the people of Oklahoma City. I think all Amer-
ica will be there in spirit and is there today,
and I have determined that I should also declare
Sunday a national day of mourning for the vic-
tims there and to ask people in their places
of worship and in their homes all across America
to pray for the people there and for the commu-
nity.

The final thing I’d like to say is just a brief
message to the children of this country. I have
been very concerned with how the children in
Oklahoma City and, indeed, the children
throughout America must be reacting to a hor-
ror of this magnitude. And my message to the
children is that this was an evil thing and the

people who did it were terribly, horribly wrong.
We will catch them, and we will punish them.

But the children of America need to know
that almost all the adults in this country are
good people who love their children and love
other children, and we’re going to get through
this. We’re going to get through this. I don’t
want our children to believe something terrible
about life and the future and grownups in gen-
eral because of this awful thing. Most adults
are good people who want to protect our chil-
dren in their childhood, and we are going to
get through this.

Q. Mr. President, do you know of any
progress in the investigation?

The President. You know I’m not going to
comment. I’m letting the Justice Department
announce progress. I don’t think that it’s appro-
priate for me to say anything, except I can tell
you that I know what they’ve done and the
American people would be very pleased and
very impressed by the work they are doing. But
this is a big issue, and we don’t want to under-
mine their ability to work by anything that is
said or by jumping to unwarranted conclusions.

NOTE: The President spoke at 10 a.m. on the
South Lawn at the White House, prior to his de-
parture for Havre de Grace, MD. The proclama-
tion declaring a national day of mourning is listed
in Appendix D at the end of this volume.

Remarks on the 25th Observance of Earth Day in Havre de Grace,
Maryland
April 21, 1995

Thank you so much. First let me say to all
of you how glad we are to be here. I know
a lot of you have been here since very early
this morning, and you’ve had a little rain coming

out of the sky. You might have gotten a little
more of the environment than you bargained
for today. [Laughter] But I’m glad to see you
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